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MISSIONARY ENDS 


_ "The mission concerns the ends of the earth 
and the end of the world. It is not simply one 
strand in the whole human story. It concerns the 
_ nature and end of man as such. It concerns the 


whole meaning and end of creation. Rightly under- 
stood, the end of the mission is the end of his- 
tory ... The Christian mission is not rightly pro- 
Estee except with the oaas of the earth and the 
a of the world in view. 


fe Bishop J.&. Lesslie Newbigin 


NEWBIGIN I.M.C. GENERAL SECRETARY-ELECT 
| Bishop J.E. Lesslie Newbigin is the general 
_secretary-elect of the International Missionary 
Council. He will assume his office on July 1, 
1959. Currently he is the chairman of the 
Council, having been elected to this office by 
the Council’s Assembly in Ghana over the past 
year-end. 
Bishop Newbigin will come into the full-time 
service of the I.M.C. from the Bishopric of the 
_Diocese of Madura and Ramad, of the Church of 
South India. As a Scotch Presbyterian missionary 
he had a leading part in bringing this united 
Church into being. 
_ -J.E. Lesslie Newbigin was born December 8, 
1909 at Newcast le- on-Tyne, England. He studied 
theology at Westminster College and received the 
M.A. degree from Cambridge University. He went 
to the Madras, India Mission of the Church of 
Scotland in 1936, soon after his ordination by 
this Church. He is married and has four children. 
‘He and his family are now on furlough in Scot land. 
ie Bishop Newbigin is a member of the Cent ral 
: 


Coufittes of the World Council of Churches. A 
| journalist has said of him: "In addition to his 
personal charm he possesses a scholarly under- 
standing of Christianity derived from intimate 
knowledge of the Bible and Church history. A 
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penetrating, analytical mind, which enables him 
to grasp the essentials in a situation, coupled 
with a gift for expressing ideas with amazing 
clarity--these qualities are what have made him 
so influential in his diocese and so stimulating 
and powerful in the ecumenical gatherings which 
he has attended." 

Bishop Newbigin is well-known in Canada and 
the United States through visits to these coun- 
tries, and specially through his book "The House- 
hold of God." Other writings include "The Reunion 
of the Church," "A South-India Diary," ond 
"Christian Freedom in the Modern World." 

In his new position, Bishop Newbigin will be 
able, through both the I.M.C. and the World 


- Council of Churches, to enrich and deepen the 


thought-life of the churches with respect to 
their world mission. 

Until July 1, 1959, Dr. George W. Carpenter | 
will continue as acting-general secretary of 
the I.M.C. 


THE TWO AFRICAN CONFERENCES 


Those who would like to see brief, accurate, 
appraisal-reports of the recent I.M.C. Ghana 
Assembly and the All-Africa Church Conference in 
Nigeria, should read two articles in current is- 
sues of The International Review of Missions. 
Margaret Sinclair writes in the April Review under 
the caption, The Christian Mission in this Hour : 
The Ghana Assembly of the I.M.C. The Hev. L. B. 
Greaves, in the July Review gives on interesting 
account of the Nigerian Conference. The first 
paragraph of Mr. Greaves’ article will make you 


want to read it all. It is as follows: 


"In 1955 an All-Africa Conference of the 
Lutheran Church was held at Marangu, Tanganyika. 
From one angle it could be regarded as a most 
successful pilot project for a similar confer- 
ence of all the churches. The convergence on 
West Africa, for the IMC Assembly in Ghana, of 


a number of potential delegates to such a con- 
ference provided the obvious occasion. Some 
Christian Councils might have felt unable to 
accept an invitation from the IMC itself, but 
this difficulty was overcome by the magnanimity 
of the Christian Council of Nigeria, which 
thereby, in the words of a conference resolu- 
tion, ‘earned for itself a proud place in the 
annals of the emergent Church in Africa.’ As 
an independent organization it raised a hos- 
pitality fund of L2,000 and invited all 

the other Christian Councils in Africa to send 
representatives to Ibadan, ‘so that Christian 
leaders from all parts of Africa might get to 
know one another better, and might speak to 
leaders of the Christian world mission in other 
continents, hear from them the experience of that 
mission in other continents and so realize 
through the contact of person with person that 
they are part of a world-wide Christian fellow- 
ship.’ Over twenty territories accepted the in- 
vitation, and sent about one hundred and fifty 
delegates, of whom ninety were Africans. To 
these were added fifty guests from seventeen 
countries in Asia, Europe and America." 


GUEST OR HOST 


"When we invite Jesus into our homes, He will 
not be satisfied to be just a guest, following 
our example and living as we live. Do you remem- 
ber the story of the disciples who walked to 
Emmaus on the first Easter Sunday?...He accepted 
their invitation and went in; but when they began 
the meal, it was Jesus who ‘took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.’ It is 
not the guest who usually does this. It is the 
privilege of the owner of the house to take the 
food and give it to his guests. The guest had 
become the host. That is what will happen when 
we invite the Lord Jesus into our home. He 
enters wherever he is invited, but we must be 
prepared to change our habits if He shows us any- 
thing He does not like... May the day come soon 
when Africa will be filled with Christian homes, 
with the Lord Jesus in each one, not just as a 
guest, but as the owner. 


--- Obadiah Kariuki, of Kenya, in an 
address at the All-Africa Church 
Conference in Ibadan, Nigeria. 


WORLD ORDER STUDY CONFERENCE 


The Fifth World Order Study Conference of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ will be 
held in Cleveland, November 18-21. Study commis- 
Sions are now at work in careful preparation. 


Subjects for special consideration are: Theolog- 
ical and Moral Considerations in International 
Affairs; The Power Struggle and Security in a 
Nuclear-Space Age; Overseas Areas of Rapid Social 
Change; The Changing Dimensions of Human Rights; 
International Institutions and Peaceful Change; 
Missions, and Service, and International 


Relations. 


BAETA AT UNION 


The Reverend Christian G. Baeta, one of 
Ghana’s leading citizens, is a visiting professor ~ 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York for the~ 
year 1958-1959. He comes as the tenth appointee ~ 
to the Henry W. Luce Professorship. Mrs. Baeta 
ond their youngest son, Basil, are also in New 
York. In Ghana, Mr. Baeta’s chief post is that of | 
Senior Lecturer in Divinity at the University Col- 
lege of Ghana. The International Missionary 
Council holds Professor Baeta in high esteem as 
one of its honored vice-chairmen. He is also 
chairman of the Christian Council of Ghana. He © 
holds A.B. and B.D. degrees from the University of 
London. From 1946 to 1950, he was a member of the 
Gold Coast Legislative Assembly. As a Christian © 
leader, he is well-known internationally, having | 
attended both the Madras and the Whitby Confer- 
ences of the I.M.C. This past summer he was a 
guest speaker at the world convention of the World 
Council of Christian Education in Tokyo. Mr. 
Baeta was decorated O.B.E. by his late Majesty 
King George VI at Buckingham Palace. 


HELEN KIM OF EWHA 


The preceding item refers to Christian Baeta — 
of Ghana as one of the vice-chairmen of the 
I.M.C. Another is Dr. Helen Kim, President of 
Ewha Woman’s University, Seoul, Korea. On May 9 
of this year, following the opening of a new aca- 
demic year in April, the University publicly 
celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the begin-— 
ning of Dr. Kim's service at Ewha. Part of the 
celebration, staged by alumni, administration, 
faculty, and the student body of 5,800, was the 
unveiling of a statue of Dr. Kim. This was fol- 
lowed by what to her was an even more impressive 
expression of esteem and love, the dedication of 
anew library in her honor. The library is named 
Helen Hall. And so it comes to pass that in our 
day prophets and teachers and other noble leaders — 


are honored even in their own lands and during 
their own lifetime! 


CONRAD HOFFMANN 


Dr. Conrad Hoffmann, one of the great Chris- 
tian leaders of our generation, died at his home 
at Orangeburg, near Blauvelt, New York, August 8, 
‘1958. As a young Y.M.C.A. secretary he brought 
aid and comfort and the Gospel to American prison- 
ers of war in the prison camps of Germany during 
World War I. Later he revealed the unusual depth 
and quality of his Christi life and thought as 
the executive secretary of the Committee on a 
Christian Approach to the Jews. In this service 
he won the respect and often the love of Jews and 
Christians alike. He carried in his own heart the 
confidences and burdens of many distraught souls. 
To those of us who knew him well, Conrad Hoffmann 
was high up on the list of Twentieth Century 
Saints. It is our hope that in due course a fit- 
ting memorial in his name will be established. 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 


In Germany, August 2-7, the Church of the 
‘Brethren celebrated its 250th anniversary. For a 
quarter of a century this relatively small church 


| has carried a disproportionately large share of 
_Protestantism’s ministry of mercy. It is a peace 
church, and its whole interest in Europe in and 
' following World War II "has been peace and recon- 
‘ciliation between people who have been fighting 
each other." These quoted words come from Dr. 
M. R. Zigler, director of the Brethren Service in 
Europe. Many a genuine conscientious objector 
youth from the United States has been allowed by 
our War Department to do service under Dr. Zigler 
in lieu of military service. The Heifers for 
Relief Program, begun by the Brethren, is now an 
interdenominational and international program. 
(Note: After the above was written, word came 
saying that twenty-two members of the Church of 
the Brethren returning to the United States fol- 
lowing the celebration of the Church’s 250th anni- 
_versary were among the 99 victims of the Atlantic 
_ plane crash on August 16. The same report con- 
“veyed the sad news that Amy Zigler, wife of Dr. 
“Zigler referred to above, was killed in an auto-— 
mobile accident in Sweden on August 14. Dr. 
Zigler was seriously injured.) “et 


A NEW CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


Okinawa, one of the Ryukyu Islands, has been a 
focal point of missionary interest ever since the 
close of World War II. Christian work begun there 
some decades ago was augmented by reinforcements 
and by the entrance of new missionary groups. The 
changing situation gave some evidence of becoming 
both competitive and chaotic. Now, however, this 
trend has been definitely countered by the forma- 
tion of the Okinawa Christian Council. In this 
Council, the United Church of Christ (with which, 
as in Japan, Methodists, Presbyterians, Reformed, 
Evangelical and Reformed, and Disciples, cooper- 
ate) is the largest member of the new cooperating 
fellowship. Episcopalians, American Baptists, 
Seventh Day Adventists are also related to the new 
Council. Evangelistic and educational efforts 
can and should now be extended effectively to the 
whole Ryukyu Island world. 


PROTESTANT CHAPEL IN BRUSSELS 


The minority group of Protestants in Belgium by 
tenacious purpose and steadfast faith achieved for 
all Protestants a worthy chapel and am effective 
center. Dwarfed by other buildings and exhibits 
round about, it is conspicuous by its very modesty. 
"Daily worship in the circular chapel," says The 
Ecumenical Review, "and the varied program of 
events within the pavilion make the small center a 
living evidence of the reality of Christia unity 
in today’s world." Roman Catholics, including 
priests, come in large numbers to learn more about 


the ecumenical movement. But best of all, in the 


center the Gospel is proclaimed to curious-minded 
men and women from all parts of the world. Pro- 
testants outside of Belgium were slow to see the 
need for such a center and slower still to offer 
financial help, but now all who have helped can be 
both humbly thankful and justifiably proud. 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 


The Theological Education Fund established hy 
the International Missionary Council at its Ghana 
Assembly was placed administratively in the hands 
of ao internationally representative committee. 
This committee held its first meeting in Montreal 
May 30 to June 1. Preparations for this meeting 
were made by Dr. Charles W. Ranson, who was ap- 
pointed Director of the Fund by the Assembly. At 
this meeting, basic, even if in some instances ten- 
tative, policies were formulated. Two associate 
directors have been authorized; and one of the two, 
Professor Charles Forman of Yale Divinity School, 
has been elected on a leave-of-absence basis from 
the School. He assumed his new office on July l. 
Dr. John W. Decker is acting as an associate di- 
rector for the period of June to September inclu- 
sive. After October 1, the address of the Fund 
will be 160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


W.C.Cs NO SUPER-CHURCH 


The charge that the World Council of Churches 
is building a super-church "has no foundation in 
fact," says the Council's General Secretary, Dr. 
W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft, writing in the Ecumenical 
Review, July 15, 1958. It differs from such a 
church in "intention, spirit and structure.” What 
the Council says "is never a last word, but a first 
word." Each member church has a right to agree or 
disagree with what is spoken, and "it is better," 
he says, "to record disagreement than to seek to 
enforce agreement." He confesses that the World 
Council is "not necessarily immunized against in- 
fection by the super-church psychology," but 
neither is any other ecclesiastical body, and spe- 
cially not the large ones. Against this danger of 
infection, Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft lists the following 
six facts: 


"The ecumenical movement is not motivated by politi- 
cal, social or institutional concepts of unity, but by 
the Biblical affirmation that the Church of Christ 
1S one. 

"The ecumenical movement promotes the spiritual and 
manifest unity of churches which seek together to be the 
Quurch in the world. 


"The ecumenical movement stands for religious liberty. 


"The ecumenical movement does not believe in unity 
imposed by pressure or constraint but stands for that 
unity which expresses itself in the free response of the 
churches to the divine call to unity. 

"The ecumenical movement seeks in its own life to 
avoid the dangers of concentration of power, of 
centralization and institutionalism." 


DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS 


The World Association of Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York, in a report 
for 1957, indicates that the Vacation Bible School 
movement is growing. Summaries of activities com- 
ing from some 25 countries reveal that over 3,400 
schools enrolling over 123,000 pupils were in 
existence last year. It is know, however, that 
the movement itself goes far beyond the groups that 
maintain contact with the World Association in New 
York and look to it for encouragement od financial 
help. The idea of conducting Bible Schools on con- 
secutive days over a period of weeks during vaca- 
tion periods is so sound educationally that it 
might well be adopted everywhere. In these schools 
children can and usually do receive a time-exposure- 
type of Bible teaching which stamds in sharp and 
luminous contrast to the hurried few minutes of 
teaching once a week in the average Sunday school. 
Whatever can be devised to supplement even the best 
work done in Sunday schools is desperately needed 
if children are to be properly introduced to the 
Bible and to Biblical patterns of Christia life 
and thought. 


CHURCH AND MISSION 


"It has been said that the great missionary 
conference at Tambaram (I.M.C. Conference, Madras, 
1938) was the point at which ‘missions discovered 
the Church’; may we hope that the Kandy Assembly 
(W.C.C., Ceylon, 1961) will be the point at which © 
the churches discover mission?...The dichotomy 
between Church and Mission represents a departure i 
from the thinking of the Bible, and must be aban- 1 
doned. ‘The Church exists by mission as fire 4 
exists by burning.’ Certainly there will be par- 
ticular missions, particular actions of churches at 
particular times and places...Each such mission wil 
be a distinct part of the Church's total mission. 
But it will be unthinkable that the missionaries 
should...establish two separate and mutually inde- 
pendent Apatien, one called a mission and the other 
called a church. They will go as the agents of the 
Holy Spirit, and when the Spirit calls others out © 
of darkness into light through their preaching and 
joins them in one fellowship, that fellowship will 
be simply the Church." 

-- Bishop J. BF. Lesslie Newbigt 


t 


CURRENT ISSUES IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


A small group of people representing the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Missions of the National Council of 
Churches, the Church's Commission on International 
Affairs, and the I.M.C., met in New York on July 22 
1958 to look at the Middle East from a Christim 
point-of-view. In briefest summary, the statement 
issued from this meeting says: 7 


The difficulties inherent in this region are 
compounded "by the pressures ond practices of 
the major powers." Fully adequate solutions to 
the problems cannot be readily found. Chris- 
tians should pray for divine wisdom for those 
who have to consider present dilemmas and long 
range interests. The United Nations mst be _ 
used "to contain and alleviate highly dager- 
ous tensions.” Full consideration mist always 
be given to the interests and desires of the 
peoples mostly involved. The people must be 
left free "to choose their own governments and ~ 
to determine their own future with due regard 
to their responsibilities as members of a in- 
ternational community." Linguistic and cultural 
ties are often stronger than those of nation- 
alism. "The values in some form of Middle 

Eastern federation" are too important to be ig- 


plight of Arab refugees must continue to make 
claims on Christian concern. We must’ remain 

alert to opportunities for Christian service ane 
reconciliation. 


VALUE AND USE 


An editorial in The Christian Commnity says 
that "a bar of iron worth $5.00 made into horse- 
shoes would be worth $10; made into needles, 
{$3,250; made into balance springs for watches, 
$200,000." That relation of value to use obtains 
|for many commodities. Does it obtain also in the 
realm of human values? Why is one person more 
"valuable" than another? Many factors may enter 
into the right answer to this question in any given 
/imstance--some ponderable and some imponderoble. 
‘But even so, is not the real worth of a life deter- 
mined in large measure by how it is used? To what 
end do we live? Is it a wrthy (worth-full) end? 
Many a young person only normally endowed, who 
‘might have lived a rather trivial, insignificmt 


\life otherwise, has become possessed of a great pur- 


‘pose--the purpose, for example to become a mission- 
ary--and under the discipline of that purpose has 
‘lived a nobly useful life. Purpose ond use deter- 
mine the value of our lives! 


FINDING GOD'S WILL 


Dr. Carl Michalson, professor of systematic 
theology in Drew Seminary, gave a series of lec- 
‘tures in Japan this past spring which led friends 
‘in Japan to say: "He knows the Faith through the 
‘depths of history, thought and personal experience; 
he speaks words that men know through their own 
_lives; he compels decision concerning the vital 
'issues of man’s existence before God and man." The 
_Japan Commission on Christiam Literature of the 
N.C.C. of Japan seeks to spread Dr. Michalson’s 
message by referring to his recent book, Faith for 
Personal Crises (Scribners), and in doing so quotes 
{the following: 


Finding God's will for one’s vocational life is 
like finding His will for aything else. It is 
plainly difficult, considering the slowness of 
our spirits, the complexity of life's issues, 


and the hiddenness of God. The most important 


thing is not to know God's will but to know that 
God’s will is the most important thing. As the 


_ Roman Catholic monk, Thomas Merton, has said in 
his sensitive way, "Our vocation is not a super- 
natural lottery but the interaction of two free- 
doms, God's and ours." 


BOOK NOTICES 


Caught in the Middle; by Glora M. Wysner; 
Friendship Press, New York; 1958; $2.95. One of 
the mission study books for 1958-1959 about the 
Middle East, a flaming focal point in world affairs 
today, by one who has lived, worked ond travelled 
in the area: enough to be at home in it. 

Great Themes in Theology; Lynn Leavenworth, 
Editor; The Judson Press, Philadelphia; 1958;- 
$3.00. Another evidence of the renewed and growing 
interest of Baptists in theology and of the kind of 
theological contribution they are prepared to make 
to the thought life of the ecumenical Church. 

One Man's Testimony; by Norman Goodall. This 
"moving spiritual autobiography" written in exqui- 
site English was published by Harper & Brothers in 
1949. The I.M.C. has a few copies available at 
$1.50 postpaid. 

The Church in Changing Africa, report of the 
first All-Africa Church Conference held in Ibadan, 
Nigeria, in Jauary 1958, under the auspices of the 
Christian Council of Nigeria, assisted by the 
International Missionary Council. The papers and 


' reports, as wel] as the Message of the Conference, 


give a very practical and comprehensive view of 
the present thinking ond needs of the churches. 
Order from the International Missionary Council, 
$1.50 postpaid. 


JESUS TALKED ABOUT IT 


_ Dr. Roy L. Smith writes: "I heard someone say 
the other day that he was tired of hearing our 
preacher talk so mich about money. That started me 
thinking. In fact, I got to thinking so much about 
it that I went to my New Testament, and I began to 
read up on the subject of Jesus’ preaching. I was 
amazed to discover that He was constantly talking 
about money. 

"I don’t remember now just how many of His 
parables are built about the subjects of money and 
of giving, but I know it seemed to me that about 
every other one was related to those subjects in 
some form. And He was always preaching about 
money. He advised us not to lay up treasures on 
earth where moth and rust consume. He warned us 
that we have received freely and ought to give 
freely as a consequence. He talked about the 
people who had different amounts of money and their 
different responsibilities. He commended one woman 
for what others called waste, just because it was 
the outpouring of her grateful heart. At the very 
outset of His ministry, He declared that no one 
could live on possessions, no matter how many he had. 


"All that set me thinking harder than ever. 

I began to believe that a subject which got.so 
much attention from my Lord ought to have more 
attention from me. I began to look about me and 
see how money did things to people. Some of them 
get hard and unreasonable when they get money. 
Others become grasping and even cruel. With still 
others the piling up of wealth becomes something 
like a-mania. I know people -- you know some too, 
I am sure -- who are not even able to spend their 
income. I never expect to have that much of an 
income, but I know I must have a right attitude 
toward my small income or it will become a terrible 
master over me. 

"The more I studied the matter the more I be- 
came convinced that Jesus talked about money be- 
cause He saw how insidious its influence in our 
lives might be -- He saw what even a little money 
could do to a person if he did not take the right 
attitude toward it. 

"I do not see how Jesus could have called 
Himself the Light of the world if He did not have 
any light for us on the problem of money. And I do 
not see how He could call Himself the Truth unless 
He was willing and able to tell us the truth about 
money, and how to stand guard against it. I do not 
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see how Jesus could make Himself the Way, either, 
if He did not show me the way to keep an upper han 
on my money. 

"I do not have very much to give. That's be- 
cause I do not have very mch. But I am grateful 
for the fact that our preacher is always telling u 
where we can make wonderful investments for the 
dear Christ's sake. I don’t think he would be doin 
his duty by us if he did not tell us that kind of 
story. JI am glad he is always talking about money 
for I am always thinking about it, and I need theg 
spirit of Christ in my thinking about money. If I 
did not have it, the slender little income I have 
would rise up like some terrible master and embit- 
ter me and soil my soul. If I let the financial 
page of the newspaper do all my thinking or inspir 
all my opinions about money I would soon come to my 
spiritual death. If I allowed my whims, my conve-§ 
nience, or my impulses to dictate my giving, I woul 
never be comfortable. | 

"I am very sure if Jesus were pastor of our 
church, and if He stood in our pulpit every Sunday 
He would do a lot of talking about money." 

-- Reprinted by permission of the 


National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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